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against the Hannibal who stands in Poland. A rising in
Bohemia and Moravia could be at once bloodily suppressed
by the Germans, but not if Germany must concentrate
all its strength in Germany, not when the allies are gradu-
ally and inexorably approaching. The whispering campaign
and secret propaganda which in the Reich itself will bring
about the downfall of the Nazi regime, creates just that
atmosphere which will spread. Above all, it organises
the striking power of the Czechoslovaks, which even
Hitler on the occasion of his march into the Sudetenland
was obliged to praise. The whole of Europe is a powder
keg, but the Protectorate is an arsenal Even to-day
couriers are going to and fro with instructions, although
the direction of the coming revolution lies in loyal and
trusted hands. As far as organising talent is concerned, the
Czechs are unsurpassable. Above all, they are unobtrusive,
tactful and sly. The Czech legions in Russia were as good
in matters of discipline as they were in courage and
striking power. To a certain extent it is still these same
legionaries or their sons who are steeling themselves
for action in the shadow of the swastika. That the hope
of a restoration of the third Czechoslovakian Republic
has not been given up may perhaps be proved by the
following. On August i8th, 1939, that is to say when
Great Britain could not yet have had any idea that she
would two weeks later be at war with Germany, Miaister
Jan Masaryk made a statement. This was his first public
speech in London since the annexation of his country.
The meeting was organised by the London Regional
Federation of the League of Nations Union ' to com-